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Secretary Colby to the American Federation of Labor at its 
meeting June 14, a message read by Mr. Gompers to give 
him and his conservative forces more strength in opposing 
the radical element of the convention. Secretary Colby then 
said: 

"There have been several conferences on the subject of 
removal of restrictions against trading with Russia. These 
conferences have been held in Europe and their course has 
been carefully observed by this government. They have so 
far been void of result. The Soviet government is insistent 
upon political recognition as a condition precedent to a re- 
newal of any commercial contract. 

"While this government has no desire to interfere with the 
internal affairs of the Russian people or to suggest the kind 
of government that they should have, the existing regime 
in Russia does not represent the will or consent of any con- 
siderable proportion of the Russian people. It repudiates 
every principle of harmonious and trustful relations, whether 
of nations or individuals, and is based upon the negotiation 
of honor and good faith and every usage and conception 
underlying the structure of international law." 



GERMANY'S "INTELLECTUALS" 

Professor Skillings, of Middlebury, Vt., who went to Ger- 
many last winter to confer with the universities about an 
Anglo-American University Library for Central Europe, 
wrote home to Miss Carrie W. Ormsbee, Brandon, Vt, a 
letter, part of which we quote. She will be glad to send to 
Professor Skillings the names of any American academic 
men who are interested in the plan. The letter says : 

"Germany is quite broken in spirit and in despair. I did 
not hear a single expression of ill will toward America. 
They are hungering in mind and soul for contact with the 
intellectual world outside. If we believe in the parable of 
the Good Samaritan, here is an opportunity. Everywhere 
I was cordially and gracefully received and all possible co- 
operation promised. 

"The plan was inaugurated here (England) among uni- 
versity men, and we are corresponding with America with a 
view of getting an organization started there. Perhaps you 
know some influential person to whom you could send the 
inclosed statement. As soon as the organization is com- 
pleted, we wish to raise funds for it among interested peo- 
ple — German-Americans and others. If you know of any 
names, I would be'much obliged to receive them. 

"Democratic ideas are stirring among the younger genera- 
tion in Germany. If they can only recover from their fear- 
ful demoralization and get foreign credits and sympathy 
from the outside world, they will stave off Bolshevism and 
may have something to teach us about real democracy. . . . 

"While the Allies are recovering and getting further away 
from war conditions, Germany seems to be sinking deeper 
in the mire." 

Gratifying is the evidence that "feeling" against Austrian 
scholars is abating among British academic men. Word 
comes from Vienna that the universities of England, as a 
body, have invited the professors of the universities of 
Austria, especially those in Vienna, to come to England this 
summer and be the guests of English investigators, authors, 
and teachers. All expenses of travel and living are to be 
borne by the hosts. The invitation has been accepted, first, 
as evidence of the good-will and courtesy of the hosts, and, 
secondly, as an indication that the era of "hate" is passing. 
While in England these Austrians may use the laboratories 
and the libraries and continue any research work that it 
pleases them to take up. 



INTERNATIONAL NOTES 

Promotion of knowledge respecting disease and 
its prevention and cure is taking on international aspects 
in new forms today. The death during the past month 
of General Gorgas, the great American sanitarian, who 
had transformed conditions in Cuba, Panama, and on 
the west coast of South America and who was en route 
to East Africa when he died in London, has called atten- 
tion to the service which experts of his type are now 
rendering governments and peoples without ever raising 
issues of nationality. It is the human not the "patri- 
otic" point of view they take. The Minister of Educa- 
tion in the British Cabinet, Mr. Fisher, well stated this 
attitude in the letter which he sent following the Rocke- 
feller Foundation's unprecedented gift of $4,000,000 to 
the University College Medical School, London. He 
said: 

"The spirit of science recognizes no national boundaries ; 
its service is given to humanity as a whole, and its votaries 
among all nations are united in a world-wide league to im- 
prove the common lot of all mankind. The past history of 
your foundation had already amply proved its title to a 
leading place among tbe disinterested champions in this in- 
ternational campaign for the reduction of ignorance and 
suffering, and it little needed this striking example to ad- 
vance its claim. 

"I am sure that I speak for all who have at heart the 
progress of medical science and of international solidarity 
in thanking you for the benefaction which, with a magnifi- 
cence characteristic of your great people, you have placed at 
the disposal of our University authorities in London. It is 
my hope, as it is my belief, that the opportunity which you 
have placed within the reach of our English men of science 
may enable them to make a great and lasting contribution to 
medical knowledge and to produce results which will benefit 
mankind in all parts of the world." 

Dr. Clay MacCauley, retiring from service as rep- 
resentative in Japan of the American Unitarian Asso- 
ciation, working for over thirty years in behalf of re- 
ligious liberalism in Japan and for a better understand- 
ing between America and the Orient, will sail for 
America oh the Columbian from Yokohama on July 23. 
For some time Dr. MacCauley has been a vice-president 
and member of the Executive Committee of the Amer- 
ican Peace Society of Japan. 

An International Chamber of Commerce, with 
delegates from the United States, Great Britain, France, 
Italy, and Belgium present, met in Paris early this 
month, and thus brought to fruition plans which had 
been outlined prior to the war, but of necessity held up 
while it was being fought. Ultimately it is planned to 
include all nations within the organization, and the 
sooner peace comes the quicker will this result be at- 
tained. To the Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States, and especially to two Boston men of affairs, 
E. A. Filene and John H. Fahey, is this broadening of 
the range of the principle of internationalism due. The 
next meeting will be held in London. In an official 
resume of the work of the session just held it is stated 
that : 
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"Restoration of international credit, based on fixation of 
the amount and the conditions of payment for the debts of 
all countries, allied or enemy, was urged. It was also re- 
solved that allied States should agree as soon as possible to 
fix definitely the amount and conditions of payment accord- 
ing to stipulations of the peace treaty. 

Avoidance of duplicate taxation of wealth of individuals 
or organizations in more than one country; reduction of 
expenditures by local and national governments; extension 
of credits; uniform banking laws; reciprocal international 
treaties relative to import and export taxes ; an international 
credit bureau, co-operation by national civic and financial 
organizations; and the establishment of an international 
statistics bureau were among the changes urged at the con- 
ference." 

"The Irish Republic" and its advocates came before 
the recent national conventions of the Republican and 
the Democratic parties, and were the cause of skillful 
maneuvering by the managers, of considerable heated 
debate in and out of the formal proceedings, and of de- 
cisions that will have an influence on the votes of some 
States next November. The claims of the "Republic" 
in their extreme form are reflected in the following reso- 
lution proposed to the Democratic party's platform 
committee by Mr. Frank P. Walsh, the co-worker with 
Eamonn de Valera, president of the "Republic," who 
has been in the United States speaking and collecting 
funds for six months or more. A plank was presented 
to the Republican convention and was rejected by the 
committee and by the convention, the latter making no 
deliverance on the issue. It read : 

"Mindful of the circumstances of the birth of our own 
nation, we reassert the principle that all governments de- 
rive their just powers from the consent of the governed. We 
advocate the continuance of our long-established and lawful 
practice of according recognition without intervention, and 
in all cases where the people of a nation, as in Ireland, 
have by free vote of the people set up a republic and chosen 
a government to which they yield willing obedience we will 
support the recognition of that government. Therefore we 
favor our government extending to the elected government 
of the Republic of Ireland full, formal, and official recogni- 
tion, thus vindicating the principles for which our soldiers 
offered up their lives." 

The plank in the Democratic platform as finally 
adopted, which plank was shaped, so it is said, by Secre- 
tary of State Colby, who was present as a delegate, reads 
thus : 

"The great principle of national self-determination has 
received constant reiteration as one of the chief objectives 
for which this country entered the war and victory estab- 
lished by this principle. 

"Within the limitations of international comity and usage, 
this convention repeats the several previous expressions of 
the sympathy of the Democratic party of the United States 
for the aspirations of Ireland for self-government." 

In the light of the special relations of the Irish vote 
to the Democratic party, the following letter from Mr. 
Cox, the party's presidential candidate, is interesting. 



Writing to Sir James Aiken, governor of the Province 
of Manitoba, on July 5, he said : 

"I have long preached the doctrine of a better under- 
standing between the English-speaking governmentalities 
of the United States and Canada. In the affairs of civiliza- 
tion and more intimately of humane welfare our division is 
only governmental. In Ohio you will find a cordial feeling 
for you and your countrymen and an understanding of how 
you have suffered during the stress of war. Let us hope 
that as our soldiers fought side by side, so shall the two 
great powers of the hemisphere support in union and 
harmony, the ideals which will guarantee a better and a 
happier world." 

The Nauru Island agreement between the United 
Kingdom, Australia, and New Zealand, when it came to 
be discussed by the British House of Commons, ran 
against a snag thrown in its way by Lord Robert Cecil 
and other friends of the League of Nations, and also 
met with opposition from Liberals of the old school 
concerned with maintenance of the good name of Brit- 
ain at a time when she needs friends. The Island of 
Nauru, formerly German-owned, is one of the portions 
of territory in the South Pacific assigned to Great Brit- 
ain as a mandatory power. Its sole wealth is the excre- 
ment of birds accumulated for centuries and furnishing 
an enormous new supply of phosphates. Under the 
agreement above alluded to the British and colonials 
planned to monopolize this wealth. Lord Cecil and the 
critics said that any such "grab" as this, hostile to gen- 
eral interests, would simply play into the hands of critics 
of Great Britain who charge her with using her present 
power to consolidate her own interests. They asserted 
that to take such monopolistic action without even con- 
sulting the League of Nations, much less getting its 
consent, would be a stab at that organization. On July 
6, against government opposition, the critics won their 
case by a majority of one in a vote in the standing com- 
mittee of the House of Commons. 

Unification of a federated Central America is 
to be attempted again, under the leadership of Salvador, 
which issued invitations for a conference to be held in 
San Salvador, September 15. Immediate acceptance of 
the invitation by Honduras, Costa Rica, Guatemala, and 
Nicaragua indicated a common desire that is more than 
perfunctory. Betterment of domestic political condi- 
tions in at least two of the republics undoubtedly has 
influenced this movement. There was an idealism back 
of the old Central American Court of Justice plan that 
has survived its passing. As "dictators" get their de- 
serts, the popular .demand for peace, fraternity, and the 
rule of law increases. 

The Aland Islands' dispute between Finland and 
Sweden came before the Council of the League of Na- 
tions on July 9, Great Britain exercising the friendly 
right to call the council's attention to any circumstances 
affecting international relations. This procedure is 
stipulated in article 11, paragraph 2, of the League's 
covenant, and the case was. the first so submitted. It 
was argued before the Council by the Swedish premier 
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and the Finnish Minister in Paris. On July 12 the 
Council decided to refer the question of the Aland 
Islands to a commission of three international jurists 
who will be named by the president of the League. The 
Swedish and Finnish governments agreed to abstain 
from any action likely to aggravate the situation, pend- 
ing the decision of the jurists. The islands hold an 
important strategic position in the Gulf of Bothnia, and 
their control, from a naval standpoint, means much to 
any claimant. Finland has owned them in the past, but 
the present inhabitants prefer Swedish suzerainty; and 
Sweden claims the new title on the ground of popular 
self-determination . 

North Schleswig was formally reunited with Den- 
mark, July 9, when the Danish king signed the formal 
treaty making valid the result of the recent plebiscite 
carried out in terms of the Versailles Treaty of Peace. 
Norway and Sweden sent formal messages .of felicita- 
tion, and King Christian of Denmark issued a procla- 
mation to the people, in which he said: "By the mag- 
nanimous intervention of friendly powers and the clearly 
expressed will of the population at last the desire which 
all Danes have felt since the unhappy hour when our 
Schleswig countrymen were separated from the mother- 
land has been fulfilled. The decision of the powers, 
based upon the plebiscite, rendered this possible." 

The League op Nations Union, with headquarters 
at 15 Grosvenor Crescent, London, S. W. 1, has for its 
President, Viscount Grey, of Fallodon, K. G. ; Honor- 
ary Presidents, The Et. Hon. D. Lloyd George, 0. M. ; 
Et. Hon. H. H. Asquith, K. C. ; Et. Hon. A. J. Balfour, 
0. M. ; chairman of Executive, The Et. Hon. Lord Bob- 
ert Cecil, P. C. The Union is directed by a General 
Council elected by its members and by an Executive 
Committee appointed by the Council. It employs paid 
officers responsible for the direction of its various activi- 
ties, which include: Administration, Finance, Propa- 
ganda, Publications, Establishment of branches, co-op- 
eration with other societies, Besearch, Policy, Liaison 
with Foreign Societies. It claims 250 branch societies, 
27,500 members, and 27,500 subscribers at one shilling 
each. Its annual budget is $200,000. It publishes regu- 
larly the monthly Today and Tomorrow, and the quar- 
terly, The Covenant. The Union represents an amalga- 
mation of former societies of Great Britain with similar 
aims. 

The Federation of French Associations for the 
League of Nations, similar to the League of Nations 
Union in England and in some other countries, is work- 
ing also for the organization of a society of nations and 
to circulate its principles. It is a federation of other 
French societies with similar aims, the presiding officer 
being M. Leon Bourgeois, President du Senat. The 
eight groups thus federated are : 

L'Association Francaise pour la Societe des Nations. 

La Ligue pour l'Organisation de la Societe des Na- 
tions (Anciennement Societe Proudhon). 

LAssociation dp la Paix par le Droit. 

La Societe de l'Etat-Pax. 

La Conciliation Internationale (Section Francaise). 



Le Centre Europeen de la Dotation Carnegie pour la 
Paix Internationale. 

La Ligue Internationale de la Paix et de la Liberte. 

La Societe Francaise d' Arbitrage entre les Nations. 

The headquarters of the Federation are at the Musee 
Social, the administrative secretary at 24 rue Pierre 
Curie, Paris. The officers of the Federation are : Presi- 
dent du Comite Executif, M. Paul Appell, Eecteur de 
l'Universitede Paris; Vice-Presidents, MM. d'Estour- 
nelles de Constant, Senateur, Jean Hennessy, Depute, 
Charles Eichet, de lTnstitut; Secretaires Generaux, 
MM. J. Prudhommeaux, Charles-Brun ; Tr&orier, M. 
Hector Guimard; Membres du Comite, MM. Emile 
Arnaud et Jacques Dumas. 

The Association of the League of Nations of 
Japan early in June had merged with it the Interna- 
tional Japan Association, so as to avoid duplication of 
labor and to promote efficiency of operation. According 
to the official definition of its purpose, the association is 
to include all other societies that exist to promote the 
formation of a World League of Nations for securing 
international justice, mutual defense, and permanent 
peace. The association will investigate and study the 
League of Nations, publish and circulate literature and 
arrange for public meetings, and send representatives to 
the conference of the League of Nations. Baron E. 
Shibusawa is president, and Baron Y. Sakatani and 
Dr. 'J. Soeda vice-presidents. The members of the 
board of directors are: Dr. M. Anezaki, professor of 
Imperial University, Tokio; Dr. S. Takahashi, Mr. T. 
Miyaoko, attorney-at-law, special correspondent of the 
Division of Intercourse and Education of the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace in Japan; Mr. D. 
Tagawa, M. P., and other eminent men of international 
spirit. The association practically covers, in its board 
of councilors, representatives of all the various organiza- 
tions of international spirit in Japan. 

The Eevolution in Bolivia, July 12, which brought 
Dr. Jose Maria Escalier, chief of the Eepublican party, 
into power and overthrew the government of Jose 
Gutierrez,, is destined to have reverberations beyond 
Bolivia, and may decidedly alter the relations of Bolivia 
and Chili. Indeed, already Chili has mobilized part of 
her army near her northern frontier. Beside the per- 
sonal aspects of the situation, it also is complicated with 
important consequences to the Tacna-Arica controversy 
and the unceasing and quite natural desire of Bolivia 
for an outlet to the sea. President Guerra wished for 
an outlet through Arica, which is in dispute between 
Chili and Peru. Escalier and his party prefer an out- 
let through Antofagasta, a port that Chili won from 
Bolivia in the war of 1880. By this change of aim Bo- 
livia gets rid of being involved in any way in the Peru- 
vian-Chilian dispute over Arica, and therefore will be 
freer to live on friendly terms with Peru. If fighting 
over the issue can be avoided for a while, it is not at all 
improbable that the League of Nations will be appealed 
to as an arbiter. Indeed, Bolivia has taken the first 
steps toward this solution. Chili vows she will never 
give up her ports, League or no League, and with her 
usual truculence is rattling the saber. 
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Eussia and her kelations to the rest of the world, 
being still the greatest as it is the most difficult of our 
international problems, needs to be understood by the 
widest possible number of persons the world around. 
There is a "hands off Eussia" committee in England. 
For the benefit of its speakers it has recently issued a 
manifesto in the form of nineteen points; the points 
follow : 

1. The workers of Russia, by a supreme effort in Novem- 
ber, 1917, threw off the shackles of Tsardom and capitalism. 

2. In the past two years they have suffered untold hard- 
ships in maintaining their ideals of a Socialist State. 

3. The Allies have waged war with them on every front, 
and have carried on a blockade, increasing the sufferings 
and the mortality of Russian men, women, and children. 

4. The action of the Allies in general, and Great Britain 
in particular, against Russia in supplying poison gas, bombs, 
and tanks to the reactionaries and counter-revolutionaries is 
one of the greatest crimes ever recorded in history. 

5. In spite of all these difficulties, the Russian workers and 
peasants have won through. 

6. General Denikin has retired to the Cadogan Hotel, in 
London, Yudenitch absconded with the war chest, and Kolt- 
chak has perished. 

7. What capitalist government or bourgeois form of gov- 
ernment in Europe could have survived so long under such 
immense difficulties, if it had not behind it the will of the 
majority of its people? 

8. The Bolsheviks have been blackened by a foul cam- 
paign of lies in almost every organ of the capitalist press. 
These stories have been contradicted by every independent 
observer who has visited Soviet Russia. 

9. The full extent of the atrocities and pogroms committed 
under the leadership of the counter-revolutionary generals 
dwarfs even those alleged atrocities in^o insignificance. 

10. The bourgeois governments of the Allies are still in- 
triguing against the workers of Soviet Russia. 

11. Lord Curzon's appeal to the Bolsheviks to cease hostili- 
ties and to guarantee the inviolability of the Crimea, in 
order to avoid further bloodshed, was followed immediately 
by an offensive by the Japanese in Siberia, General Wrangel 
in Crimea, and the Poles in Podolia. The Japanese repre- 
sentative, Mr. Matsundaira, betrayed the true significance of 
these offensives by stating publicly that Japan was not 
acting separately, but that her policy had the approval of 
the Allies. This should be a lesson to the Bolsheviks and 
also to the organized workers of Great Britain not to trust 
the declarations of the Allied diplomats. 

12. It is to the interest of the organized workers of Great 
Britain to bring about peace with Russia, even if the point 
of view of humanity were alone considered. 

13. After what has happened in Hungary, Finland, and 
Germany great numbers of workmen will certainly perish 
in Russia should the reactionaries win. 

14. The economic situation in Europe also necessitates 
peace. 

15. After the widespread destruction caused by the im- 
perialistic war, the energy of millions of men employed in 
destructive work should be diverted to productive work of 
social usefulness to mankind. 

16. The present House of Commons will not make peace 
with Russia unless it is forced to do so. 

17. Direct action released the Sinn Feiners who were in 



prison ; direct action raised the railway men's wages, and 
direct action is the one thing of which the bourgeois is 
afraid. 

18. His Majesty King George V created a precedent of a 
down-tools policy by advocating a general cessation of work 
on November 11 as a reminder of Armistice day. 

19. The undersigned appeal to you to demand that the 
parliamentary committee of the Trades Union Congress and 
the E. C. of the Labor Party should convene a national con- 
ference, without a moment's avoidable delay, in order to 
declare a national '.'down-tools" policy of 24 hours to force 
the British Government to make peace with Russia. 

Signed, for the National "Hands off Russia" Committee, 
Robert Smillie (President, Miners' Federation of 

Great Britain). 
Tom Mann (General Secretary, Amalgamated Society 

of Engineers) . 
John Bromley (General Secretary, Associated Society 

of Locomotive Engineers and Firemen). 
Isaac Bkassington (Organizing Secretary, National 

Union of Railway Men). 
A. E. Mandeb (Secretary, National Union of Ex- 

Servicemen). 
Colonel Malone, M. P. (Victimized by the British 

Government for daring to tell the truth about Soviet 

Russia ) . 
Principal W. T. Goode (Kidnapped by the British 

Government to prevent his telling the truth about 

Soviet Russia). 
James Winstone (South Wales Miners' Federation). 
Tom Myebs, M..P. 
Ben C. Spoor, M. P. 

George Lansbury (Editor, Daily Herald). 
Db. R. Dunstan (Parliamentary Labor Candidate, 

Rusholme). 
Wm. Gallacher (Clyde Workers' Committee). 
David Kirk wood (Clyde Workers' Committee). 
George Peet (National Secretary, Shop Stewards). 
J. E. Mills, M. P. 
Captain Grenpell (Naval Attache at Leningrad, 

1912-1917). 
(Mrs.) M. Bamber (Organizer, Warehouse Workers' 

Union). 
Alec Gossip (General Secretary, Furnishing Trades' 

Association). 
A. G. Cameron (General Secretary, Amalgamated 

Society of Carpenters and Joiners). 
Fred Shaw (District Secretary, Amalgamated Society 

of Engineers). 
R. J. Davies (Amalgamated Union of Co-operative 

Employees). 



LETTER BOX 

Portland, Oregon, May 27. 
Dear Mr. Call : 

I most truly and sincerely regret — and I presume it is the 
same all over the land — that the war, in a great measure, 
smashed everything pertaining to the universal peace move- 
ment. In fact, most people would not listen to anything 
reasonable on the subject, and they seem to be under the 
influence of the idea that the U. S. must have a strong 
army and "the largest navy" of any power. When we add 
to this some of the strange demands of the boys who re- 
turned from oversea service, such as the prohibition of 
periodicals in foreign languages, etc., it reminds one of the 
progress of German kultur in Germany since and as a result 
of the Franco-Prussian War of 1871. 

Nevertheless, we must not surrender to the influences of 
militarism in spite of its temporary ascendancy over the 
unthinking majorities. They will soon enough realize the 
actual meaning of the devastation and ever-increasing bur- 
dens of the war as a result of the criminality of those who 



